Arustic pergola makes 3
magnificent focal point.
Atits heart is a square pool
and fountain and the path
is straddled by clipped box,
giving year-round structure
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Sue Martin’s.Ként:garden’evolved over -
three decades into one'that harmonises
with her-htige collection‘of geums - and
the result is a sparkling display against

a spectacular backdrop'»

Continued overfeaf



galw{)erw}u Sue Martin
Location: Frittenden, Kent
Moved, in: 198s

Special Featwres:

is Ya-acre village plotis
designed in the cottage-
garden style and filled with
cherished plants that spill
casually out of borders and
pots. A rustic pergola and
walkway lead down the
garden, with a sheltered patio
to one side and lawn to the
other. Beyond the lawn, an
arch leads to a table and
chairs shaded by the canopy
of an old apple tree. Beyond
is a small parterre and then
a nursery where Sue focuses
on her National Collection
of Geum.

Although the garden is on
heavy yellow Wealden clay,
the soil has become rich and
friable because, for decades,
it has been regularly fed with
manure and lime.
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Notebook, which led to the
design of a yellow colour-
themed bed, as well as
books by Christopher
Lloyd, Rosemary Verey
and Helen Dillon.
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" The Cercis canadensis sitsin abed e
‘¢ brimming with plants; the clay soilis ‘=

" now easierto work after being greatly.:
~“improved over the years

2 and gentle sound of water
& Cons

ue Martin’s garden has evolved in a delightfully

harmonious cottage style, its planting composed

to fit with the natural rhythm of the seasons.

‘Others describe my planting style as “cottagey”
or “informal”: I call it “wild”, she says. Hers is a relaxed
design approach, much of it improvised as various self-
seeding plants appear, so it’s not surprising to discover she
is a musician, as quick-fingered on her cello as she is green-
fingered in her garden. ‘Now that I've retired, I can balance
my love of music with caring for my garden, she says.

With more time on her hands, Sue has
also been able to build up a collection
of geums that, by mid-spring, are
growing throughout her garden,
both in dedicated areas and
combined in beds and borders with
euphorbias, tulips, aquilegias, forget-
me-nots, centaurea and alliums.
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‘They are fantastic plants and I've
more than a hundred different
varieties that grow throughout the
garden, she says. They have a long
flowering season — the scarlet
Geum 'Rubin’flowers over a
staggering five months, from April
until September. However, they are
also promiscuous and if they cross
pollinate the result can be many
sub-standard plants. Just two
chance seedlings have turned out
well —‘Olympic Flame’and the
frilled, soft yellow ‘Dawn’that,
rising on maroon stalks high above
**+. . handsome lobed leaves,

M “s_ flowers almost continuously
*, for six months.






